SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 30 March 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, with a news bulletin for its members and other interested people. 


SILENT KEY 


It is with regret that we have to announce the passing away on 19 March of 
Lydia Swart, ZR6LYD, the XYL of Kobus Swart, ZR6KOB after a long fight 
with cancer. She was also the daughter of Ronnie, ZS6BUG, and Marietha Watt. 
Our deepest sympathy to her relatives and friends. 


PAUSE 


Due to the AGM of the SARL which was held in Bloemfontein yesterday, the 
news in detail follows straightaway. 


We start off with the President’s report which he delivered at the opening of 
the AGM. This is what Sid Tyler, ZS6AYC, had to say: 


PRESIDENT’s REPORT 


With much having been said about the year 2002 in general, amateur radio has 
still played a major roll, not only in South Africa but throughout the world, 
we have seen the start of new technology playing a major roll in the communi- 
cation industry. SARL this year formed part of the working group under the 
leadership of the Department of Communication, aviation, broad casting and 
the military which was tasked to formulate a proposal to increase the 7 MHz 
amateur spectrum from 7,000 to 7,300 MHz. This proposal will be tabled at 
the WRC 2003 which will take place later this year. Likewise we submitted a 
proposal in respect of the 70 cm band which as you all know is under tremen- 
dous pressure from the commercial sector, we all remember the Olympic games 
held in Australia. 


The 2002/2003 budget was not without its own challenges, working under ex- 
tremely difficult circumstances the SARL could not meet all its obligations. 
However one can sit back and point fingers as to who was right and who was 
wrong; this will not solve the problem. The members of the SARL along with 
council will need to work together for a change. If amateur radio in South Africa 
is to succeed and remain the leader in Africa, as perceived by the international 
community, we will all need to change our way of thinking, from ‘what am I 
getting’ to ‘what should we be doing to get there’, we need to think big and 
long term. 


As you all know the change in office staff had a major impact on our business, as 
with any staff changes there is always additional and unforeseen cost. Our new 
admin lady has met the challenges with dedication and enthusiasm. I would like 
to thank Bill, ZS5KD, for the tremendous amount of time and effort put into 


the training and coaching of Debbie, and to you our members for the support 
which you have given to her. 


At the 2002 AGM it was decided, with what I believe mixed feeling, to resign 
from the IARU mainly due to finances, and a number of other problems. The 
IARU under new management has made contact with the SARL in the hope 
to rectify the problems of the past. The SARL is in the process of drafting a 
position paper which will be submitted to the IARU for consideration. 


2002 saw Rustenburg Radio Club reverting back to a branch of the SARL. This 
bold step I believe will open the way for other clubs to follow in their steps. To 
the Rustenburg Branch committee and their members, the SARL would like to 
thank them for taking this step, we believe it is the correct way to go. The 
Secunda Amateur Radio Club will also be reverting back to a branch in the 
near future. 


Due to amateur radio being present at the Scopex exhibition held during last 
year and the involvement of the Alberton Amateur Radio club, the SARL has 
been approached in connection with the science and technology week which is 
due to take place from 5 to 10 May. This is an indication that amateur radio 
still has the opportunity to make a difference; this type of activity should not 
pass us by, thanks Kobus ZS6JPY. 


To the clubs that invited me to their AGM s a special thankyou, the fellowship 
and hospitality was great. 


Lastly I would like to thank the councillors and their families for their support 
during the year, without your commitment the SARL could not and would not 
function. To you the members, on behalf of Council, I would like to thank you 
all for your continued support. As President I have learned a lot this year and 
will give my continued support to the SARL. 


Sid Tyler President 
ZS6AYC 


MEETING 


The meeting lasted till late yesterday afternoon with most of the discussion 
centered on financial matters. The proposed budget and membership fees were 
rejected and a Special General Meeting will be held later on this matter. It was 
also decided to proceed with the negotiations towards rejoining the IARU. 


Agenda Item 9.1 regarding the deletion of Rule 16.3 was accepted as well as 
the next motion regarding meetings by teleconference. The motion regarding 
renaming of the NARC Radio Shack was rejected. 


COUNCILLORS 


All the nominated members for Council were elected including Kobus vd Merwe, 
ZS6JPY, (the name of ZR6D is Kobus Conradie, not Danie). Yvonne van Dijk 
ZR6TBL, was however appointed to assist with digital matters. 


Out of the new councillors (most of them serving and re-elected) Sid Tyler, 
ZS6AYC, was elected as President and Hans Potgieter, ZS6ALJ, as Vice Presi- 
dent. The holders of other portfolios will be announced in a next bulletin. To 
the President and his team, congratulations on your election and thank you 
very much that you are prepared to do a further turn of duty in the service 
of amateur radio and we trust that they can depend on all members for their 
faithful support during the ensueing year. 


AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE 2003 SARL AGM DINNER 


Achievements of members of the SARL in various areas are annually recognised 
through the awards of trophies to the individual achievers. The names of the 
achievers for the past year were announced at the dinner on Saturday night and 
trophies were presented to the recipients who were present. Congratulations to 
all of them, and here is the list of the rewards and recipients: 


Honorary Life Membership 


The SARL s highest honour, Honorary Life Membership, was presented to Hans 
Potgieter, ZS6ALJ. 


President s Award 


The Presidents Award went to the Rustenburg Branch of the SARL, the Ama- 
teur Radio Club which converted back to a Branch of the SARL following the 
decision taken at the AGM in 2002. 


Jack Twine Award 


This reward recognises qualities such as unselfishness, clean operating and a 
genuine interest in Amateur Radio and its affairs. This prestigious Award is 
made to Amateurs who, in the opinion of their fellow amateurs and the League’s 
Council, exemplify the qualities desirable in a Radio Amateur. 


The following are the worthy recipients of this award: Leon Burger ZR6BUR; 
Charles Carr ZS5QR; Erik Charslund ZS6AWS; Johan Classen ZS1WC; John 
Fielding ZS5JF; Dennis Green ZS4BS; Martin Harper ZS6MSG; Lawrence Lauf 
ZS5HV; Bradley Phillips ZS5BP; Henry Roodt ZS6ITX; Ockerd Taljaard ZR6ZL; 
Henk Veenendaal ZS6ENK. 


SARL HF Contest Awards 
Silent Keys Memorial Trophy: SSB 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves the highest 
score during the annual HF Phone Contest. The trophy went to Daniel Hubbard, 
ZS6JR. 


Silent Keys Memorial Trophy: CW 


This trophy is awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves 
the highest score during the annual HF CW Contest. It went to Barney Fourie, 
ZS4AQZ. 


Joseph White Trophy 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves the highest 
score on any one band, during the annual HF Phone Contest. It went to Louis 
de Bruin, ZS5LP, for his achievement on 40 m. 


Fred Mills Trophy 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves the highest 
score during the annual HF Phone or CW Contest and who has never won 
an SARL HF Contest Trophy before. This one also went to Barney Fourie, 
ZS4AQZ, for his performance in the CW contest. 


Anon Trophy 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves the highest 
score on any one band, during the annual HF CW Contest. It went to Rudi 
Venter, ZS6DX, for his score on 40 m. 


HOS Trough 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the amateur who achieves the highest 
aggregate score in both annual HF Contests. Hans Kappetijn ZS6KR deserved 
this one. 


The Club Participation Award 


Awarded by the Contest Committee to the Club which achieves the highest 
participation in both annual HF CW and Phone Contests and the Pretoria 
Amateur Radio Club received this one. 


Operating Awards 
RadioZS 2 m Trophy 


This is awarded by Council to the amateur who achieved the longest distance 
on the 2 metre amateur band during the year. It was awarded jointly to Paul 
Smit, ZS6NK, previously ZS6PJS and Pieter Jacobs, ZRIAEE, for a new SA 
record using WJST between Pietersburg and Cape Town on the 20th January 
2002. 


Radio ZS Awards 


The J J Pienaar Trophy is awarded by the Editor of Radio ZS for the best article 
published in Radio ZS during the past year. It went to Hans Kappetijn, ZS6KR, 
for his article titled ‘A Versatile Gel Cell Charger’. 


The Radio ZS Shield is awarded by the Editor of Radio ZS to a SARL affiliated 
Club or member who best supported Radio ZS during the year. The recipient 
is Rudi Venter ZS6DX with his series ‘On the Application Level’. The Gary 
Immelman RA Heritage Award Floating Trophy is awarded by Council for the 
best article of an historic nature of an event that occurred more than 5 years 
previously or an interesting personality that has played an important part in the 


development of Amateur Radio in years gone by. Mike Bosch, ZS2FM, received 
the trophy for his article on Nikola Tesla. 


Technical Award 


The Arland Ussher Gold Pen Award was awarded by Council to G A Keen for 
having achieved the highest marks in the RAE. 


SARL CONTESTS 


During April two SARL Contests are coming up. On Thursday 3 April the first 
SARL 80-metre SSB QSO Party will take place from 19:00 to 22:00 CAT on the 
segment 3,600 to 3,650 MHz. 


From 14:00 to 16:00 CAT on Sunday 13 April the annual SARL Hamnet 40 
metre Simulated Emergency Contest will be on the air. The rules for both 
these activities as well as the general rules are available on the SARL website 
at www.sarl.org.za 


THIS EVENING INTECNET 2003 WILL REQUIRE YOUR INPUT 


The SARL Intecnet 2003 scheduled for this evening, March 30, will require lots 
of input from listeners. The subject for discussion will revolve around “What 
can I, as a licensed radio amateur do to promote my hobby and develop it?” 


Join the discussion starting at 20:00 on a repeater near you or on 3718 kHz. 
ROBBEN ISLAND (AF-064) ACTIVATION 


Robben Island (AF-064) is listed amongst the top 500 most wanted IOTA 
groups in the latest IOTA Directory. There have been several fairly low-key 
operations in recent years, mainly on SSB only. The team, consisting of: 
Phil/G3SWH, David/G3UNA, Vidi/ZSIEL, Kosie/ZS1SR, Malcolm/ZS1IMC 
and Andrew/ZS1AN, has been allocated the special callsign ZSIRBN. 


Additionally, the lighthouse on the island counts as SAF023 for the Amateur 
Radio Lighthouse Service (ARLHS). 


The team plans to activate the island between April 4-7th, and, propagation 
permitting, have two stations on the air on a 24 hours a day basis. One station 
will operate SSB and one will operate CW on all bands 80-10 meters. 


Preferred operating frequencies will be: 


SSB: 3755, 7055, 14260, 18128, 21260, 24950 and 28460 kHz . CW: 3530, 7026, 
10115, 14040, 18098, 21040, 24920 and 28040 kHz. Nevertheless, small devia- 
tions might be needed, e.g. if the announced frequency is busy, not busy enough 
or filled with QRM. 


QSLs will be handled by G3SWH, either direct to his CBA (21 Dickensons 
Grove, Congresbury, Bristol, BS49 5HQ, U.K.) with SAE and return postage 
or via the RSGB bureau. 


FREQUENCY AND TIME CHANGES FOR ARMI 


A reminder that from this morning Amateur Radio Mirror International will be 
transmitted at 10:00 CAT on 17 815 kHz and 9 750 kHz and from March 31 the 
Monday transmission will move one hour later to 21:00 CAT but will continue 
using the 3 215 kHz frequency. ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech. 


This bulletin was compiled by Gustav, ZS6BWN and George, ZS6NE and read 
by ........from .... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and elec- 
tronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also many thanks 
to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay 
the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


